THIRD SPACE

AT SHAAREI TFILOH

Your Space for Discovery and Connection
Happenings Winter/Spring 2026



About Third Space

Third Space is a new kind of cultural architecture. It's true we are a building — the

100-year-old synagogue that once housed Shaarei Tfiloh Congregation — but that is just our
physical architecture. Our social and community architecture is something additional. It is
constructed and created from the building blocks that each of us bring to the intersection of
Jewish wisdom and 21st-century Baltimore. It is both a physical structure and a communal
posture — we build together something that we could never build on our own.

Named for the sociological phenomenon of “third places,” the not-home, not-work places
where we can discover one another because we share common interests, curiosities and
concerns, Third Space is nourished by the past, built for the present, and co-creating
the future.

We welcome and celebrate the full tapestry of Jewish identities and hope you find something
valuable—whether or not you identify as Jewish. Diversity of thought, perspectives, and
backgrounds are valued here. We lean into the toolkit of healthy debate, varied opinions
and the ability to change our minds over time.

Third Space at Shaarei Tfiloh is deeply grateful to the Cordish family for their generous
support and chevruta (thought partnership) to bring this project to life.

For more information, additional offerings or to secure your
spot for one of our Happenings, visit ThirdSpaceST.org



Friends,

Itis especially gratifying to be working on a spring Happenings Guide while Third
Space is abuzz with so many great Happenings already taking place this program
year. Inside these pages, you'll find Happenings that offer comedy, music, learning
and community. You've shown us what draws you to space, and we are so happy to
continue to deliver.

We're excited about all of the Happenings in our calendar and
| want to offer a specific invitation: if you have been to Third
Space only for a specific type of Happening, come try on
something you might not otherwise think is ‘up your alley.’

If, on the other hand, you haven't visited us yet and are
looking for the right opportunity, | feel confident you'll find
itin the pages to follow!

We are so grateful for the community we're building through

the Happenings that happen at Third Space. As we continue

through this program year, we hope you will start to see the through

threads of what we are about: a place of learning, a place of inquiry, a place of
gathering and a place of joy.

| can’t wait to see you at Third Space!

£ oy

Rabbi Jessy Dressin
Founding Executive Director
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Third Space Happenings

JANUARY
25 Art with a Heart Community  p6
SUN Art Workshop: Birdhouses
(1 0f2)
28 ISRAEL IN OUR TIME @) 7
WED Song and Struggles:
Looking for the Sun in
a Divided World with
Ami Yares
FEBRUARY
1 Jewish Joy: Drag & p8
SUN Comedy Show
with Merriam Levkowitz and
Liz Glazer
3 Jewish Studio Project p8
TUES Immersive Workshop
10 On Tikun Olam and What it p9
WED Takes to Repair the World
(1 0f2)
1 Inheritance Theater Project: po
TUES The Baltimore Place Project
(10f3)
Yoga in the Sanctuary p10
Co-working p10
13 In the Kitchen: Challah & p1
FRI Cornbread
18 GALLERY RECEPTION p12
WED Third Space: A Photographic
Reconstruction
Art with a Heart Community p6
Art Workshop: Birdhouses
(2 of 2)
20 Happy (Hour) Shabbat p10
FRI
22 House of Mourning: A Journey p13
SUN of Poetry, Grief and Healing

with Rabbi Benjamin Shalva

FEBRUARY continued
24 On Tikun Olam and What it p9
TUES Takes to Repair the World
(20f2)
Craft Night p11
BYO Book Reading Sesh p11
25 ISRAEL IN OUR TIME @) p13
WED Pursuing a Precarious
Peace with Rabbi Shoshana
Cohen
28 Night of Grateful Dead p14
SAT with Rabbi Steven Schwartz
and Cris Jacobs
MARCH
1 Jewish Connection Network’s ~ p15
SUN Family-Style Purim Party
1 Inheritance Theater Project: p9
WED The Baltimore Place Project
(2 0f 3)
Yoga in the Sanctuary p10
Co-working p10
13 Happy (Hour) Shabbat p10
FRI
15 Beyond the Walls of p15
SUN Third Space (1 of 2)
Beatboxer Jam Session p15
with Max Bent (1 of 2)
17 Baltimore Unity Suppers p17
Tues  (10f2)
19 Sabbath Queen Film p16
THURS Screening & Talkback
20 In the Kitchen: Challah & p11
FRI Cornbread



MARCH continued

AT-A-GLANCE | WINTER/SPRING 2026

25 ISRAEL IN OUR TIME @ p17
WED Antisemitism, Anti-

Zionism, Jewish Safety

and the Jewish Future

with Ginna Green
26 Jews of Color, Indigenous, p18
THUR Sephardic, and Mizrachi Seder
APRIL
12 Beatboxer Jam Session p15
SUN with Max Bent (2 of 2)
15 Yoga in the Sanctuary p10
WED

Co-working p10
16 In the Kitchen: Challah & p1
THUR Cornbread
22 Arguments for the Sake of p18
WED Heaven - Is it Possible? (1 of 3)
23 Death Over Dinner — p19
THUR Jewish Edition

Mapping Mishpacha: A Jewish ~ p19

Genealogy Workshop
26 Beyond the Walls of p15
SUN Third Space (2 of 2)

Happy Birthday Gilda Radner ~ p20

with Karen Webber
29 Arguments for the Sake of p18
WED Heaven - Is it Possible? (2 of 3)
30 Adam Weiner: An p21
THURs Evening of Music and

Conversation

MAY
3 Inheritance Theater Project: po
SUN The Baltimore Place Project
Performance created by the
year-long project
6 ISRAEL IN OUR TIME @ p20
WED Inseparable and Not the
Same: Judaism, Zionism,
and the Modern Jewish
Condition
with Rabbi Dr. Joshua Ladon
Craft Night p11
8 Happy (Hour) Shabbat p11
FRI
12 Behind the Scenes with p22
TUES Ravens’ Chief of Staff,
Adam Neuman
13 Co-working p10
WED
Yoga in the Sanctuary p10
Arguments for the Sake of p18
Heaven - Is it Possible? (3 of 3)
27 Queer Jewish Movie Night p23
WED
JUNE
3 ISRAEL IN OUR TIME @ p23
WED The American Jewish
Relationship to Israel/
Palestine with Dr. Oren Kroll-
Zeldin and Dr. Sivan Zakai
7 A Taste of Third Space  p24
SUN
23 Baltimore Unity Suppers p17
TUES  (20f2)

Israel in Our Time
Wrestling with Complexity

Each Happening in this series stands alone, but you can register
for all five classes for the price of three.




ART WITH

Help beautify Third Space Community art is a collaborative creative process wherein

. multiple people’s artistic expression works toward a common
Art Wlth a Heart goal. This workshop will guide participants through the process

community Art of embellishing birdhouses to be installed along the fence in Third
Space’s outdoor living room area. We’re hoping to see 300+
WOrkShOP- birdhouses by the end of these two workshops! No art experience
. ) -
Blrd houses is required!
Just like many hands will touch and change each birdhouse along
Sunday, January 25 its journey, shifting larger societal values and beliefs takes the
Tpm-3pm effort of many different people. Creating a birdhouse is the act of
DAYTIME EVENT intentionally building a safe space for birds to start new life. Birds

universally symbolize freedom and peace. As participants create
their birdhouses, they should think about using symbols and colors
to represent a safe community, rich with cultural diversity. Each
community art workshop will last two hours. Everyone is welcome!

Wednesday, February 18
5pm-7pm

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
We want to decorate 300 birdhouses for Third Space’s outdoor living room.

Art with a Heart provides interactive visual arts
classes to underserved Baltimore-area children,
youth and adults in schools, community centers,
group homes, shelters, permanent housing facilities,
hospitals and senior facilities. Art with a Heart’s
mission is to enhance the lives of people in need
through visual art. In an effort to achieve its mission,
Art with a Heart works to harness the benefits of arts
education to cultivate positive changes in behavior
and general attitudes among its participants.

In addition to its core programming, Art with a

Heart offers a complement of other initiatives
including service learning (both in the office and at
HeARTwares, Art with a Heart’s social enterprise/
retail store), a job program, a leadership program
and significant community service/public art efforts.
Art with a Heart has extensive experience working
with diverse populations and has facilitated over 300
public art projects In Baltimore and beyond.

To reserve your spot for one of our Happenings, SpaceST.org
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Israel in Our Time
Wrestling with Complexity

If you're hungry to understand more deeply the complexity and nuance of issues
around Israel, Zionism, and the current state of affairs in the region, we’ve curated
this series just for you. These five expert-led sessions between January and June are
intended for those who are open to learning — not for those seeking to wave a flag
of certainty.

Register for all five:
Each Happening in Israel in Our Time stands alone,
or you can register for all five classes for the price of three.

ISRAEL IN OUR TIME @ Delve deep into the power of music to unite,
. educate and inspire change. Join singer-
Song and Struggles: . J J

songwriter Ami Yares for a music-filled
Looking for the Sun embrace and tough-love dialogue with
Israeli and Jewish narratives that have
in a Divided World shaped him as an artist and human being.
While polarization seems to be becoming
the norm in civil society, Ami’s music pushes
back at this widening divide to help people not
just tread water, but swim against these rising tides.

with Ami Yares

Wednesday, January 28

7 pm-9:15pm Singing songs of pain, perseverance and hope, Ami’s music
journeys in and out of the human soul, searching for meaning
amid the world’s worries and wonder. Working with Palestinians,
Israelis, Jews, Christians, Muslims, refugees and more, Ami’s
career spans twenty years of living and learning along
peacebuilders yearning and working towards just peace.

THE OTHER FOUR EVENTS IN THIS SERIES ARE:

February 25 May 6

Pursuing a Precarious Peace (see p. 13) Inseparable and Not the Same: Judaism, Zionism

with Rabbi Shoshana Cohen and the Modern Jewish Condition (see p. 20)
with Rabbi Dr. Joshua Ladon

March 25

Antisemitism, Anti-Zionism, Jewish Safety June 3

and the Jewish Future (see p. 18) The American Jewish Relationship to

with Ginna Green Israel/Palestine (see p. 23)
with Dr. Oren Kroll-Zeldin and Dr. Sivan Zakai




Jewish Joy: Drag &
Comedy Show
with Merriam Levkowitz

and Liz Glazer

Sunday, February 1

1Mam-1pm

DAYTIME EVENT

Fill your Sunday with laughing, dancing and maybe a little

schvitzing. Along with a delish meal, you’ll be served a combination
of Merriam Levkowitz’s iconic musical comedy and a laugh-out-loud
set from the renowned Liz Glazer. This is a pairing not to be missed!

Merriam Levkowitz (@merriamshow), America’s Favorite Drag
Bubbie, is known for her sharp wit, musical parodies and interactive
crowd games. Merriam has performed across the
U.S. and internationally, delighting audiences at
venues like Laugh Factory (Chicago), Boom
Chicago (Amsterdam) and TimeOut Market
(Boston). For the past three years, she’s
toured her hit show Hakuna Ma-Hanukkah
across the U.S.

Just off her recent appearances on The
Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon, Comics
Unleashed with Byron

Allen on CBS, Don’t Tell
Comedy and Nate Bargatze’s The
Showcase, comedian Liz Glazer is
extremely excited for her return to
Third Space at Shaarei Tfiloh. With
all new material as part of her new
hour entitled NO PRESSURE!!!!, Liz
truly can’t wait to share everything
going on in her life with all of you.

Jewish Studio
Project Immersive
Workshop

Tuesday, February 3
9am-3pm

DAYTIME EVENT

Space is limited.
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Bringing together
Jewish text study and
art making practices
from the field of art
therapy, the Jewish
Studio Process
methodology offers
an entryway into deep
Jewish exploration, an
accessible approach
to creativity and the
tools for increasing
self-awareness.
Facilitated by Rabbi
Adam Lavitt, Director
of Learning of Jewish
Studio Project, this special day-long intensive offers a hands-on
experience in the Process as well as concrete ways to use aspects
of this method to support your personal and professional life. If
you are seeking ways to cultivate your creativity, build professional
community, deepen your connection to Judaism and find ease and
steadiness amidst the challenges of life, this Immersive is for you!




On Tikun Olam and
What it Takes to
Repair the World

a 2-Part Learning Series
with Rabbi Jessy Dressin

Tuesdays,
February 10
February 24

5:30 pm -7:30 pm

Many Jews today
champion the value
of tikun olam —
repairing the world
— but what does it
really mean? Join
Rabbi Jessy on a
journey through the
different meanings
and applications

of this notion that
has come to be a
hallmark category of Jewish identification. We will discuss

its merit as a defining identity trait of many current-day Jews
and challenge the notion that it stands in its own category,
separate from other clusters of Jewish activity like ritual and
observance. This is a great series for those who gravitate to
tikun olam as a concept and those looking to better understand
what it is and how it fits into one’s Jewish (and human) life.

Inheritance Theater
Project: The Baltimore
Place Project

in partnership with Baltimore
Center Stage and Oh to Dream

Wednesday, February 11
6 pm-8pm

Text Salon

Wednesday, March 11
5pm-8pm

PlayLab

Sunday, May 3

Time TBD

Performance of the
community-made play

Inheritance
Theater Project

Photo Credit: Solomon Salasie

Inheritance Theater Project (ITP) is a nonprofit that builds
relationships across silos through collaborative playmaking
around the country. Third Space and Baltimore Center Stage
saw the potential of a community-wide art project in Baltimore
and stepped up as catalyzing partners, inviting ITP to Baltimore
in September 2025.

Led locally by Rain Pryor (Process
Director), Antoinette Duren (Community
Weaver), and Oh to Dream leaders
Bridgette Burton and Evan Hall
(Producers), this spring, ITP invites
community members to continue exploring
what brings Baltimoreans together and
what keeps us apart through the process
of creating art together. To learn about
all of the opportunities to participate and
stay in the loop about dates and times for these events, email
baltimore@inheritancetheater.org to be added to our mailing
list or visit inheritancetheater.org/baltimore.

Photo Credit: Solomon Salasie

To reserve your spot for one of our Happenings, visit ThirdSpaceST.org
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Happy (Hour) Shabbat

with Rabbi Jessy Dressin and musician Ami Yares

Renowned musician Ami Fridays,
Yares and Rabbi Jessy
Dressin help you welcome
Shabbat with music and March 13
among community. Unplug May 8

from the demands of doing 5pm-8pm
and reconnect with the

power and wisdom of being.

This gathering is for anyone looking to connect with Shabbat—no

previous experience necessary.

February 20

Dinner will not be served. However, there will be drinks (alcoholic
and non-alcoholic) and appetizers to satisfy tummies and spirits.

Gabrielle’s yoga class offers

a dynamic mix of her training
(vinyasa, forrest, yin, chair)
and is accessible to all bodies,
abilities, and ages. Her flows
are often described as gentle,

Yoga in the
Sanctuary
with Gabby Lessans

Wednesdays, intuitive, and rooted more in
February 11 the medicinal side of yoga. She
March 11 mak§§ surle to offer a rgnge of
modifications and (optional)
April 15 hands-on assists throughout the

May 13 class, as well as incorporating
poetic or meditative aspects to deepen the connection to spirit.
10am-11am

B BUED Start your day with yoga and stay at Third Space for the workday!

We may not be a new
coffee shop, but we do
have coffee, tea, and

Co-working

Wednesdays,
snacks. Also, strong
February 11 WIFI. Pop-in for some
March 11 pop-up work. There
. are lots of spots in the
April 15 P

building to get your
May 13 focus on. You can also
join us for a vegetarian family-style lunch! Come for some of the day
or the whole workday.

1Mam-4pm

DAYTIME EVENT
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In the Kitchen:
Challah & Cornbread
with Kohenet

Dr. Harriette Wimms
Fridays,

February 13

March 20

10am-2pm

DAYTIME EVENT

Thursday, April 16
5pm-9pm

Bread is more than food. It’s culture! Make (and eat!) cross-
cultural breads with challah & cornbread-making. Dough’s gotta
rise, so while it rests, we will play games and just kibitz (chat)
with our fellow breadmakers!

Craft Night

Thursday, February 24
Wednesday, May 6

BYO project and craft in community!

Or, if you're between projects (or new to
crafting) we will have lots of supplies to
inspire you and even a few step-by-
step kits to guide you in a new process.

6:30 pm - 8 pm Drop in for part or join for all our time

co-creating.

Readers, busy people, and introverts, rejoice! Based on the model
BYO Book - DUSY PEop niroverts, rejel

of the Silent Book Club™, this session provides the company of
Readlng Sesh a book club without the pressure of finishing a specific book in

Thursday, February 24
6 pm-8pm

advance! We'll share a bit about what we’re reading, then read
silently for about an hour. Afterward, you can socialize about what
you read - or not! Bring a book and a dish to share!

Make Third Space your Third Place

We’re incorporating new ways to make our home your third place, with some easy
and organic opportunities to hang out and connect with others in our beautiful
building. You’ll see co-working, book clubs, crafting, game nights, and cooking
events scattered throughout our Happenings to make it easy to drop in and feel

part of the community.
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In the Gallery

Third Space: A Photographlc

Reconstruction

On view January - May 2026

An artistic
reflection of
the rebirth of

a historic space.

Gallery Reception
Wednesday,
February 18

Photo credit: Rabbi Ofer Sabath Beit-Halachmi

This exhibition traces the metamorphosis of the historic
Shaarei Tfiloh synagogue into Third Space, revealing the
building’s evolution from its first unsettled scaffolds to its final,
welcoming glow. Created by members of the Baltimore Photo

Club, the collection follows the renovation with an artist’s

6 pm-8pm

with artists
Bill Petok, Barry Berman
& Rabbi Ofer Sabath

curiosity. Walls are opened, light shifts, textures change,

and the past breathes through. Together, the images honor
the craft of rebuilding, offering a visual archive of continuity,
reinvention, and the unexpected beauty that emerges when a

Beit-Halachmi

Barry Berman has been creating
photographs for the past fifty
years, both in his clinical practice
of dentistry and of his family. The
Third Space Restoration project
was intriguing to him for a variety
of reasons. He was taken by the
transformation of a beautiful
house of worship into a vibrant
community. And, not the least

of which, that his older brother
became a bar mitzvah at Shaarei
Tfiloh seventy years ago.

sacred space learns a new purpose.

Bill Petok is a psychologist with

a long history in visual arts. His
dissertation research evaluated
children’s attention to animation
and live action films and was the
result of his work in his father’s
animation studio while in high
school and college. He was drawn
to this project because of his long
involvement in synagogue life and
the desire to document a worship
space’s transformation.
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Ofer Sabath Beit-Halachmi
studied at the Bezalel Academy
of Art and Design in Jerusalem
as well as at Haifa University.

He was ordained as a Reform
Rabbi in 2005 at the Hebrew
Union College-Jewish Institute
of Religion. He co-founded
Aspaklaria, an organization
focused on community
development through learning
and arts. After living in Israel and
Cincinnati he moved to Baltimore
with his family.



House of Mourning:
A Journey of Poetry,
Grief and Healing

with Rabbi Benjamin Shalva

Sunday, February 22
3pm-5pm

DAYTIME EVENT

Join poet, rabbi and hospice chaplain
Benjamin Shalva for a workshop
exploring poetry as a path toward
healing and transformation. Drawing
from his new collection, House

of Mourning, Benjamin weaves
poetry readings, discussion, guided
meditation, and writing exercises

to help participants engage the
language of loss and the spirit of
renewal. This gathering offers a
meaningful space for reflection,
creativity, and connection—for anyone wrestling with grief,
exploring creative expression, or seeking deeper meaning in the
face of change.

Benjamin Shalva

Rabbi Benjamin Shalva’s work explores grief, solace, ritual, and
awe. His poetry and prose have appeared in publications including
Image, Spirituality & Health Magazine, and The Washington Post.
His debut poetry collection, House of Mourning (Kelsay Books), is
a meditation on loss, end-of-life care, and the mysterious terrain
between despair, desire, and renewal. In addition to his literary
work, Benjamin serves as the Manager of Jewish Care, Support,
and Rabbinic Services at Gilchrist, Maryland’s largest hospice
organization. He lives in Baltimore with his wife, Sara, their two
children, and their two hound dogs.

ISRAEL IN OUR TIME o
Pursuing a
Precarious Peace
with Rabbi Shoshana Cohen

Wednesday, February 25
7pm-9:15pm

Each Happening in Israel in
Our Time stands alone, or
you can register for all five
classes for the price of three.

In today’s ever-shifting landscape, peace remains both an urgent
need and a virtual taboo in Israeli public discourse. In times of
strife, even speaking of peace or coexistence can seem naive or
unrealistic. Yet Jewish tradition offers rich and varied conceptions
of peace—from prophetic dreams to rabbinic pragmatism—that
can help us think more deeply about what peace means now. This
session explores how we might sustain the
moral imagination required to pursue
peace, even amid fear, grief, and
instability. When is peace a distant
vision, and when can it become a lived
reality? What would it mean to keep
its possibility alive at this moment?

Rabbi Shoshana Cohen is an educator,
scholar, and activist whose work explores
the intersection of Jewish text, ethics, and

contemporary moral life. She lectures in Hebrew and English in
Israel and abroad, serves on the faculty of the Schechter Rabbinical
School, leads the Beit Midrash for the Dorot Fellowship, and is a
research fellow at the Shalom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem.

To reserve your spot for one of our Happenings, visit ThirdSpaceST.org
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Night of Grateful Dead

with Rabbi Steve Schwartz and Cris Jacobs

Saturday,
February 28

7 pm

Doors at 6 pm

People sometimes say, “music is my religion” and that “music is the language of The Divine.”
Jerry Garcia, of blessed memory, has been called a prophet and countless people once called
a Grateful Dead show their church (or shul). Join us for a night of conversation and music in the
sanctuary with Rabbi Steve Schwartz and Cris Jacobs. Schwartz and Jacobs will take the bima
to discuss themes of spiritual identity, lyrics as sacred text and the ways in which inherited
wisdom can accompany a person throughout the many seasons of his life. There will be stories
shared, reflections of tours and memories over the decades, a couple close reads on favorite
Grateful Dead lyrics and plenty of Cris Jacobs’ sweet renditions of his and Rabbi Schwartz’s

favorite tunes - maybe some of yours too!

Rabbi Steve Schwartz has served Beth El
Congregation since 1998, currently filling the role of

Senior Rabbi. He is a graduate of Brandeis University,

received a Master’s Degree in Psychology from the
University of Maryland, and was ordained as a rabbi
from the Jewish Theological Seminary of America.
A long time Deadhead, Rabbi Schwartz first saw the
Grateful Dead in 1979.
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From Baltimore comes Cris Jacobs — an
unexpectedly gritty soul-blues singer and guitarist
with outlaw country ethos. Blending a variety of
musical traditions, Jacobs creates a distinctive
voice and sound of his own punctuated by emotive
songwriting and explosive guitar playing.



The Jewish
Connection Network’s

Family-Style
Purim Party

with Lisa Akchin and
Abby Woloff

Sunday, March 1
3pm-5pm

DAYTIME EVENT

f)  Loioesndcon ks
') 77, Jewish Connection
// 6 Network

Anagency of The Associated

Families, couples, and individuals
of multiple faith backgrounds,
generations, and heritage are
invited to make themselves at
home for a joyful, delicious, and
maybe a little silly Purim Party.
Grandparents, parents, children,
and friends are encouraged

to come together to make
community, memories, and NOISE!

Lisa Akchin is a Jewish Connection Network Community Connector,
former synagogue president, and the Jewish grandmother of

four Catholic grandchildren. She offers Jewish hospitality and
connection for intergenerational, multi-faith families through peer
relationships, social gatherings, and Jewish experiences. Abby
Woloff is a therapist and Jewish educator.

Beatboxer
Jam Sessions
with Max Bent

Sundays,

March 15

April 12

10 am - 11:30 am

DAYTIME EVENT

Also, check out
Beatbox Bingo at Taste of
Third Space on June 7 (p 24)

Human Beatboxer, songwriter and audio producer Max Bent invites
you to join himin a collective music-making
experience. Making music as a community is
an ancient and valuable human practice
that fosters feelings of connectedness
and joy. In the Beatbox Jam Session
circle, everyone is welcome. Listening

is just as important as playing. Babies
are just as important as grandparents.
Free movement and play are
encouraged. A variety of instruments are
available with which to play and experiment.

Live recording and looping technology captures ideas as they
happen and builds new songs on the spot. These songs are then
shared with the community, their work and self-expression held in
the light as something powerful and valuable.

Beyond the Walls

of Third Space
with Rabbi Jessy Dressin

Sundays,
March 15
April 26
10am-12 pm

DAYTIME EVENT

Join Rabbi Jessy for two
‘on-foot’ adventures to

explore Baltimore’s Druid Hill
Park, America’s third oldest
established park, comprised of
745 acres of park in the heart of
Baltimore City. We will walk out
the front door of Third Space

to discover the treasures and
side trails of the park including
the Moorish Tower, the reservoir, the Mansion House and Rawlings
Conservatory. Put on a pair of walking shoes and join us back at
Third Space afterwards for some light fare. Together, let’s discover
the park just outside Baltimore’s “Shul on the Park.”
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Sabbath Queen

Film Screening and Talkback

in partnership with Chizuk Amuno
Congregation and Schools & Camps

“Awe-Inspiring. Enthralling.”

Thursday, March 19
7 pm -9:30 pm

with director, Sandi DuBowski and
film subject, Rabbi Amichai Lau-Lavie

Offsite Location:
at the Charles Theatre
1711 N Charles St, Baltimore

% Chizuk Amuno

CONGREGATION - SCHOOLS - CAMPS

Sandi DuBowski is the Director/Producer of Sabb

—The Hollywood Reporter

Filmed over 21 years, Sabbath Queen follows Rabbi
Amichai Lau-Lavie’s epic journey as the dynastic heir
of 38 generations of Orthodox rabbis including the
Chief Rabbis of Israel. He is torn between rejecting
and embracing his destiny and becomes a drag-
queen rebel, a queer bio-dad, and the founder of
Lab/Shul—an everybody-friendly, God-optional,
artist-driven, pop-up experimental congregation.
Sabbath Queen joins Amichai on a lifelong quest to
creatively and radically reinvent religion and ritual,
challenge patriarchy and supremacy, champion
interfaith love, and stand up for peace. The film
interrogates what Jewish survival means in a difficult
rapidly changing 21st century.

ath  Social activist and storyteller, writer and community

Queen, Director/Producer of Trembling Before G-d, leader, Rabbi Amichai Lau-Lavie (he/him) is the

Producer of A Jihad for Love, and Co-Producer of
Budrus. His award-winning work has screened at

Co-Founding Spiritual Leader of the Lab/Shul
community in NYC and the creator of the ritual

Sundance, Berlin, Tribeca and Toronto, theatrically theater company Storahtelling, Inc. Israeli born, he’s

released in 150 cities, and broadcast on ZDF/Arte,
BBC, Channel 4, PBS. In 2020, he was invited to

been living in New York since 1998. He received his
rabbinical ordination from the Jewish Theological

become a member of the Documentary Branch of Seminary of America in 2016, the 39th generation

the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences
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. of rabbis in his family — the first one to be openly
queer. Amichai is Abba to Alice, Ezra and Cai-Hallel.



Baltimore Unity
Suppers

with Dazia Wallerson and

Kohenet Dr. Harriette Wimms

Tuesdays,
March 17

June 23

6 pm-28:30 pm

OC Misy,
s ) Dy ey

Project

",

o cLEAP

FORWARD

3 S
"

Breaking bread together is a powerful way to get to know someone,
learn others’ stories, and build community. Enjoy a meal and
conversation with old and new friends about what brings joy and
gratitude into your life, how you honor your ancestors, the ways you
navigate the journey of being human, and how we can center the core
truths that guide us from within.

Third Space is excited to host these meals in partnership with Dazia
Wallerson from Baltimore Unity Suppers by Leap Forward and
Kohenet Dr. Harriette Wimms of the Jews of Color Mishpacha Project.

ISRAEL IN OUR TIME e
Antisemitism,
Anti-Zionism,
Jewish Safety and
the Jewish Future

with Ginna Green

Wednesday, March 25
7pm-9pm

Each Happening in Israel in
Our Time stands alone, or
you can register for all five
classes for the price of three.

While the tragedies of October 7 and its aftermath, as well as the
rise of authoritarianism in the U.S., and most recently, the New

York City mayoral election revealed deep schisms in the American
Jewish community, these divisions are not new. Painful fissures have
been forming for years over Israel, Zionism, and antisemitism in our
communities and our institutions, and our synagogues and

our homes.

At a flashpoint for both American Jews and our American democracy,
during this session we will explore their impact on the safety of
American Jews; the threats and possibilities for our Jewish American
future; and what’s at risk for all Americans.

Ginna Green is Founder and Principal
at Horizon Philanthropy: Jewish
Funders for a Just Future, an initiative
designed to strengthen the American
Jewish commitment to an inclusive,
multiracial U.S. democracy. She is

also Partner and Chief Strategy Officer
at Uprise, where she leads the practice
on philanthropic advising within the Jewish

community, and is a principal strategist for its progressive movement
and Jewish social justice sector clients.

To reserve your spot for one of our Happenings, visit ThirdSpaceST.org
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Jews of Color,
Indigenous,
Sephardic, and
Mizrahi Seder

with Kohenet Dr. Harriette
Wimms and Ginna Green

Thursday, March 26
7pm-9pm

0T Misp,
> g

Praject

) Jewnsh Connectmn
( Network

An agescy of The Associated

Jewish People of Color, Multiracial, Multiethnic, Indigenous,
Sephardic and Mizrahi Jews — along with your loved ones and
allies — are invited to Baltimore’s fourth Annual JOCISM Passover
Seder, now at Third Space! Let’s come together to celebrate, sing
and pray as we revisit the story of Exodus while reflecting on
today’s contemporary issues of inclusion, collective freedom, racial,
economic equity and justice.

Don’t miss this powerful evening of connection and tradition—we
can’t wait to celebrate with you! Dinner to follow.

In partnership with The Jews of Color Mishpacha Project and
The Macks Jewish Connection Network

Arguments for the
Sake of Heaven -
Is it Possible?

a 3-Part Learning Series
with Rabbi Jessy Dressin

Wednesdays,
April 22

April 29

May 13

5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

It is said that our rabbinic sages used to argue vehemently about
every facet of Jewish custom and observance. They would debate
and intellectually ‘duke it out’ and then they would sit down to share
meals together, their relationships strengthened by their arguments.
It is also said that, at times, debates have proliferated amongst
sectors of the Jewish people, and we have been unable to talk to
one another.

Join Rabbi Jessy for an exploration of the history of argument and
debate. What is the difference between a productive argument
and one that is not? When does disagreement
stand to strengthen us and when does it
' risk our demise? What are the ‘rules’ for
= debate that keep us moving in a positive
direction and when does it fall apart?
This series is for those looking to learn
more about the role that argument
and debate has played in the rabbinic
tradition with an opportunity to practice
some of those skills in the last session.

No previous knowledge or familiarity with ‘text’ necessary in order to
participate! Pizza dinner will be provided.

To reserve your spot for one of our Happenings, visit ThirdSpaceST.org
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Death Over Dinner
— Jewish Edition

Thursday, April 23
6 pm-8pm

Death Over Dinner—Jewish
Edition is a project of Reboot in
collaboration with Michael Hebb,
Founder of Death Over Dinner,
and IKAR.

JEWISH EDITION

Why talk about
death over
dinner? The way
we die—illness
and loss, end of
life decisions,
death rituals,
what happens
after we die—is
probably the
most important conversation Americans aren’t having. Talking
about death not only better prepares us to approach life’s most
challenging moments but also helps us articulate and affirm who
we are and what we ultimately care about, leaving us better able
to embrace the mysteries of death and to appreciate life. Working
with rabbis, theologians, wellness specialists, and palliative care
experts, Death Over Dinner—Jewish Edition provides an additional
lens through which to build personal beliefs.

Death Over Dinner—Jewish Edition is designed to make having
conversations about death and dying as simple and welcoming
as breaking bread around the dinner table. More than ever, we
need spaces where we can dig deeper into the wealth of Jewish
wisdom about death and dying.

Mapping
Mishpacha: A
Jewish Genealogy
Workshop

with Abby Rickin-Marks

Thursday, April 23
6:30 pm -8 pm

Explore your
Jewish roots!
Join us for a brief
presentation by a
teacher who has
traced her own
Jewish family
back to the 11th
century, followed
by a hands-on
workshop using
online genealogy tools. Please bring a laptop for interactive
research.

Abby Rickin-Marks (she/they) is the Program Associate and
Administrator at Third Space at Shaarei Tfiloh. Abby graduated
from Oberlin College in 2025 with a BA in Sociology with high
honors and Jewish Studies. Prior to working at Third Space,
Abby worked in a variety of Jewish communal settings, including
nonprofits and cultural centers, where she specialized in research,
programming, and development. They are especially passionate
about making Jewish spaces more inclusive, creative, and
connected to broader movements for justice. Abby brings a love
of storytelling, a commitment to intersectional equity, and a
strong logistical brain to her work.
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Happy Birthday
Gilda Radner

with Karen Webber

Sunday, April 26
11 am-12 pm

DAYTIME EVENT

This one-hour workshop celebrates
Gilda’s life and career and weaves
archival footage of her Saturday
Night Live characters with still
photographs and television
interviews. Her journey began in
Detroit, through Canada to ‘The
Big Apple’, and now to Third Space!
Come spend a lovely Sunday with
the glorious Gilda who Steve Martin
called, “one of the purest spirits |
have ever met.”

Karen Webber is a performance,
teaching and liturgical artist

who crafts music/theatre pieces
for use in Zoom rooms, senior centers and in houses of worship.
Ordained as a cantor by the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute
of Religion in 1990, she teaches Torah through creative expression.
She has been the recipient of two grants from The Maryland State
Arts Council served as a judge on a Folklife panel and for ‘Poetry
Out Loud.’ Her rituals, poems, and prose have been published in
Lilith Magazine, Unlikely Places, Five Minutes, Am Yisrael Chai, and
Prophetic Voices among others. She is the co-author ‘Vessels of
Light” a 2025 book of photo poetry.

ISRAEL IN OUR TIME o
Inseparable and

Not the Same:
Judaism, Zionism,
and the Modern
Jewish Condition
with Rabbi Dr. Joshua Ladon

Wednesday, May 6
7pm-9pm

Each Happening in Israel in
Our Time stands alone, or
you can register for all five
classes for the price of three.

In today’s polarized landscape, Judaism and Zionism are often
treated as either identical or entirely opposed. This class explores
what is lost in both extremes, when allegiance to Israel becomes the
measure of Jewishness and when rejection of Zionism erases a core
strand of Judaism. We will grapple with the reality that anti-Zionism
often expresses deep antisemitic sentiments, even as it also has

a long and complex history within Jewish
thought and debate. Together we will ask
how a more nuanced engagement with
Zionism might deepen, rather than
divide, contemporary Jewish life.

Rabbi Dr. Joshua Ladon is the Vice
President, West Coast and Senior
Faculty at the Shalom Hartman Institute
of North America, where he guides the
program and development strategy on the West

Coast. An award-winning educator, Joshua was previously the
Director of Education for the Institute in North America, guiding the
content and curriculum of national and regional programs. Prior to
Hartman he served as the Dean of Student and Jewish Life at the
Jewish Community High School of the Bay.
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Adam Weiner:
An Evening of

Photo Credit: Brooks Burris

Music and Conversation

Thursday, April 30

7:30 pm
Doors at 6:30 pm

Spend the evening with Adam Weiner, frontman,
pianist, and songwriter for Low Cut Connie. Adam will
take the bima at Third Space for an intimate evening
of music and conversation. Low Cut Connie hits will
be woven together with Adam’s reflections on his
song-writing process, music creation as spiritual
practice, and his own spiritual and Jewish identity.

Adam Weiner is a rock & roll artist from Philadelphia
who has released 7 studio albums under the name
Low Cut Connie. Since forming in 2010, Low Cut
Connie has earned a devoted fanbase that includes
President Barack Obama, Sir Elton John and Bruce
Springsteen. In 2024, he released the award-winning
documentary film Art Dealers. He has received
acclaim from The New Yorker (“Pandemic Person

of the Year”), Rolling Stone, NPR’s Fresh Air and
appeared on Late Night with Seth Meyers, The Late
Show with Stephen Colbert and PBS Newshour.

His writing has been published in SPIN, Billboard,
and Talkhouse.

A rock and
roll icon
unplugged.

Photo Credit: Cait Brady
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Behind the Scenes with Ravens’

_

Chief of Staff, Adam Neuman

NEW DATE!

Tuesday, May 12
7 pm -9:15 pm

A rare look a
inside the NFL.

We are excited to welcome Adam Neuman, Chief of Staff of the Baltimore Ravens. This
evening will be a little bit conversation and interactive! Weather permitting, we might
even tailgate the hour before with G.O.A.T. IPA from Union Craft Brewing and cornhole in
the garden.

Join Adam Neuman and Rabbi Jessy Dressin in conversation about the intersection of
sports leadership, fandom, Jewish identity, and inherited wisdom. Neuman will share

how his acumen for the sports world was shaped by his upbringing and experiences as

an observant Jew through family, schooling, and recognizing (or creating) opportunities.
Neuman will provide timely insights and analysis based on the Ravens’ recent season,
coaching change and in the immediate aftermath of the 2026 NFL Draft. The evening
continues with an interactive experience after the formal talk. NFL Live may not cover it,
but Adam will share how he has discovered sage wisdom amongst the sports greats, like Ed
Reed, alongside the rabbinic greats,
like Rabbi Moses Maimonides.

Adam Neuman serves as Chief of
Staff and Special Advisor to the
President of the Baltimore Ravens,
where he provides strategic counsel
and manages the administrative,
operational, financial, and legal
activities for President Sashi Brown.

e
ED REED, FORMER BALTIMORE
RAVENS SAFETY
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Queer Jewish
Movie Night:
Tahara

Wednesday, May 27
7pm-9pm

A cozy and celebratory space where
we’ll screen Tahara, a 2020 film
about high schoolers Carrie and
Hannah who kiss at the funeral of a
Hebrew school classmate who died
by suicide. After the film, we’ll have
a chance to discuss what we saw.

"
wlile ‘ i
-

This is a space to build community,
laugh, reflect, and connect over
stories that reflect the complexity
and joy of queer Jewish life.

ISRAEL IN OUR TIME o

The American
Jewish Relationship
to Israel/Palestine

with Dr. Oren Kroll-Zeldin
and Dr. Sivan Zakai

Wednesday, June 3
7 pm-9:15pm

Each Happening in Israel in
Our Time stands alone, or
you can register for all five
classes for the price of three.

Join two noted experts, who also happen to be siblings, who study
and write about the American Jewish relationship to Israel/Palestine.
In this session, they will discuss their research and perspectives on
what American Jews think about Israel/Palestine in addition to why
and how they maintain meaningful relationships with those with
whom they disagree.

Dr. Sivan Zakai is the Sara S. Lee
Professor of Jewish Education at the
Hebrew Union College. In addition
to directing the Children’s Learning
About Israel Project and co-directing
the Learning and Teaching about What
Matters Project, Sivan serves as an
associate editor of the Journal of Jewish
Education and as a member of the faculty at
the Mandel Teacher Educator Institute. Her books include My Second-
Favorite Country: How American Jewish Children
Think about Israel and Teaching Israel:
Studies of Pedagogy from the Field.

Dr. Oren Kroll-Zeldin is the Anne and
Nick Germanacos Associate Professor
of Contemporary Jewish Studies at
the University of San Francisco where
he is also the assistant director of the
Swig Program in Jewish Studies and
Social Justice. He is the author of Unsettled:
American Jews and the Movement for Justice
in Palestine and is co-editor of This Is Your Song Too: Phish and
Contemporary Jewish Identity.

To reserve your spot for one of our Happenings, visit ThirdSpaceST.org
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Now in its third year, but with a new sound!

A Taste of Third Space

Sunday, June 7
12pm -4 pm

Join us for a Taste of Third Space — an afternoon of connection, community
and performances! We will explore many different ways in which music
shapes Jewish identity, from a singing circle to a full klezmer band,

even beatbox bingo and more. Throughout the afternoon, there will be
opportunities to encounter and, in some cases, participate in a joyful and
diverse palette of sounds. Stories will be shared. Songs will be played. A panel
with the performers will explore the many ways that Jewish tradition, customs
and sounds have influenced the artists. While Taste of Third Space takes on
some new sounds this year, mainstays like our Judaica swap and tours of our
space will still be on the set list!
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You asked, and

we listened! Third
Space merch is now
available for sale.
Find other Third
Spacers in the wild
when you sport the
Third Space logo
around Baltimore and
beyond!

Visit ThirdSpaceST.org/store and get your
Third Space gear!
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Happenings are
happening all the time!

Join us at Third Space and connect to other
people, ideas, and creativity.

Connect with us on social:

ﬁ @thirdspacest
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Photos in this Happenings Guide by

Stuart Dahne, Marc Shapiro, 3
/ David Stuck, Third Space staff, ;
and as noted on images.
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